
PMA BLOCKS HOUSE BILL THAT WOULD HAVE
ALLOWED EXEMPTIONS FROM LICENSING 
House bill 57 would have allowed unlicensed individu-
als to "install, repair, or alter" residential water treat-
ment systems and the plumbing and plumbing equip-
ment incidental to the installation.  

PMA leaders met with Rep. Holt and backers of the
measure on March 16 to discuss how the current
license law protects consumers from potential harm
that could result from passage of this bill.   Prior to the
meeting PMA members were encouraged to contact
their state representatives to voice their opposition to
this bill and to sign a petition. This bill never emerged
from the House Regulated Industries Committee.
While all bills introduced during the 2011 session can
carry over to 2012,  PMA leaders are confident we were
effective in convincing proponents of the measure that
it would be a lot simpler for water treatment installers
to hire a licensed plumber or to apply themselves to get
a plumbing license.

A complete listing of bills followed during the 2011 Legislative ses-
sion are available on the Members Only page of
www.Plumbingpros.com  If you have any comments or questions
on any of the bills mentioned above please contact Legislative
Chair Ted Zurn at tedzurn@zurnplumbing.com or Ellen Whitaker
at ewhitaker@plumbingpros.com.  Updates were sent out weekly
during the legislative session via email.  If you did not receive
updates please email PMA@plumbingpros.com with your current
email address.  

101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, Georgia • 30040 •  678-947-3473 • www.PlumbingPros.com
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King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort
St. Simons Island, Georgia

At the ocean's edge on Georgia's St. Simons Island sits a
rare jewel, the King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort.  The
resort combines southern hospitality and energetic pleas-
ures in a setting acclaimed by guests since its opening in
1935.  The hotel room reservation cut-off date is April
30th. After this date, the hotel will release PMA's room
block.  The room block could sell out prior to that date, so
reserve your room with the hotel as soon as possible.
Make your hotel reservations directly with the King and
Prince Resort by calling  reservations at 1-800-342-0212.
Inform them you are with the PMA group.  You may also
make your reservations online by going to their website at:
www.kingandprince.com.  To get the preferred rates, enter
the password:  PMA11.

REAL PEOPLE MAKING A REAL IMPACT!

PHCC LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

MAY 11-12, 2011 

For more details
or to register
online go to:

www.phccweb.org

"MAKING A DRAMATIC DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR BUSINESS TODAY”
• Networking Receptions
• Educational Seminars
• Industry Table Top Exhibits 
• “Flat Screen TV” Giveaway
• Golf at The Hampton Club
• Awards Breakfast & Board Installation
• Farewell Dinner & “The Game Show”

Featuring “Are You Smarter than a 3rd 
year Plumbing Apprentice





PMA President Report
2011 - 2011 
Chris Starr

Dear Plumbing & Mechanical
Professional,

Let's face it; we don't need a disas-
ter to get motivated to make
changes.  Being exposed to differ-
ent people allows you to pick up a
great idea or two to motivate your
own changes.   PMA's Annual
meeting provides opportunity and

motivation for business owners to get together and discover
who the different people are that make up the association and
pick their brains for an idea or two.  

I'm inviting you to come to the meeting at the King
and Prince on June 2 - 5 so you can not only support the indus-
try but learn new ideas.  The seminar "Make a Dramatic
Difference in your Business Today" is led by  Gerry Stevens.
Gerry is a retired executive from BellSouth Corporation with
over thirty-six years of service in Yellow Pages and Bell South

Mobility divisions.  When he retired, he started a company
that provides small to medium size companies the ability to
increase the value of service personnel through specialized
instruction and training.  His workshop on Saturday will be well
worth coming to the meeting.

There will also be plenty of time to socialize and talk
shop throughout the weekend at one of the receptions, din-
ners or trade show.  This year we are giving away a flat screen
TV at the trade show but you need to attend to be eligible to
win.   

You do need to book your room by April 30th to get
the special rates and if you register for the meeting by May 6th
you also save money off the registration fee.  

The plumbing and mechanical industry in Georgia
prospers because of the efforts and relationships of PMA and
PHCC members.  Please come out and support the industry
and its members.

I look forward to seeing you and your families on the
beach! 
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The situation in
Japan surround-
ing the nuclear
power plants has
created a variety
of responses
about nuclear
power in the US.
We thought it

would be helpful if we provided PMA
with Georgia Power and Southern
Company's position on the situation.   

Southern Company leadership
continues to monitor the recent events
in Japan, and remains committed to
completing the new Vogtle units on
schedule and on budget.  Tom Fanning,
CEO, Southern Company emphasized
that Southern Company and the co-
owners remain committed to the Vogtle
3 and 4 project. He emphasized that the
company does not anticipate the events
in Japan to impact the construction
schedule or the company's ability to stay
on budget. As with every U.S. nuclear
power plant, Southern Company's plants
Farley, Hatch and Vogtle were designed,
licensed and built to endure environ-
mental hazards and disasters in meeting
the NRC requirements. 

We fully support President
Obama's initiative for safety reviews of
all nuclear power plants in the U.S and
learning lessons from the events in
Japan.   

Just a few quick comparisons
between the plants in Japan and the
new Vogtle units (utilizing Gen III tech-
nology and Westinghouse's AP1000

reactor design):
•  Japan is seismically very active and the
Vogtle site is not. 
• The potential for an earthquake at
Vogtle is significantly lower than in
Japan and the magnitude of any earth-
quake is likewise much lower.
• The Vogtle site was evaluated for the
most severe earthquake that might
occur once in a 10,000 year period. 
• The AP1000 design greatly exceeds
that requirement for the Vogtle site.
• There is no potential for a tsunami
impacting the Vogtle site. The site is
about 130 miles from the coast and at an
elevation of 220 feet above sea level.
• The AP1000 relies on passive safety
systems that rely on gravity, natural cir-
culation, convection, compressed gas
and condensation to maintain safe oper-
ation and shut down safely. 
• Many of the enhanced features of the
AP1000 design are specifically intended
to eliminate the dependence upon
mechanical and electrical support sys-
tems to keep the fuel cool during an
event.
Vogtle 3 & 4 Licensing Process
• Today's NRC licensing processes,
including those for the Vogtle AP1000,
fully evaluates such issues as severe
earthquakes, tsunamis, station black-
outs, and long-term core cooling capa-
bility. 
• The AP1000 design provides significant
advances in many of these areas. The
safety of this design applied at the
Vogtle site has been fully evaluated and
meets or exceeds requirements. The
AP1000 enhanced design and the rigor-
ous regulatory reviews already per-

formed give us confidence that the
licensing process can remain on sched-
ule.
• Southern Company recognizes that sig-
nificant NRC resources may be required
to monitor and evaluate this event and
to address any lessons learned.
Fortunately, the NRC has a separate divi-
sion, the Office of New Reactors, dedi-
cated to supporting the new licensing
process for Vogtle 3 and 4.
• And, just last week, the  NRC issued
the final environmental impact state-
ment, in the permitting process for
development of Vogtle Units 3 and 4.
This means the NRC's environmental
review of the site is complete. The NRC
has said there are no environmental
impacts that would keep it from issuing
the Combined License (COL) for the new
Vogtle units. Issuance of the final envi-
ronmental impact statement is an
important step in the licensing process
for the new units. 

We have published a special
Web page on the Southern Company
website that contains numerous
resources pertaining to the events in
Japan along with how they may affect
our existing nuclear plants and the
process of the new Vogtle units.  You can
access the website at the following
address:  http://www.southerncompa-
ny.com/news/events_in_japan.aspx 

Please do not hesitate to contact me
with any questions.

-#./$(#0%12
Georgia Power 
404.506.7086



Contractor & Apprentice
of the Year Awards
Applications are now avail-
able for the 2011
Contractor and Apprentice
of the Year awards. Local
and state contractors of the

year are encouraged to apply for these prestigious
awards that will be presented at the CONNECT 2011
event in Minneapolis in September. Also, be sure to
nominate your most outstanding apprentice for the
Apprentice of the Year award. To apply, click on the
award name for an application: Delta/PHCC Plumbing
Contractor of the Year; PHCC HVAC Contractor of the
Year; or Delta/PHCC Apprentice of the Year. The applica-
tion deadline is July 1, 2011.

New RIDGID Scholarships Available
RIDGID Tool Company has added four new scholarships
targeting apprentices to the awards available through
the PHCC Educational Foundation’s scholarship pro-
gram. RIDGID scholarship recipients will receive up
$1,000 in tuition assistance, plus $1,500 in new tools.
Other Foundation administered awards are available
thanks to our generous donors and these sponsors: A.O.
Smith Water Heaters, Bradford White Water Heaters,
Delta Faucet Co., the South Jersey Mechanical
Contractors Assoc., the PHCC of Massachusetts and
PHCC of Texas Auxiliaries and the PHCC Past National
Officers. For complete eligibility requirements and appli-
cation forms, please visit the Foundation’s scholarship
Web page. The application deadline is May 1, 2011.

Multiple Shower Head Rule Withdrawn
The Department of Energy has withdrawn the multiple
shower head rule from consideration. PHCC had strong-
ly encouraged the review of this policy in light of the
consumer demand for these products. Contractors may
continue to provide these products in the high end bath
market. Additionally, the Federal Government has lifted
the Pre-emption Rule regarding water consumption of
plumbing fixtures. This will allow states to determine
appropriate flow levels of fixtures, possibly more strin-
gent than Federal mandates.

Nominees for PHCC National Vice President
The PHCC Nominating Committee met this week to
begin the process of overseeing elections for office.  The
committee requests that state boards of directors con-
sider nominating qualified individuals for the office of
national vice president and/or zone director.  For addi-
tional information and to request the nominating form
contact Executive Vice President Gerry Kennedy. 

PHCC Continues Push for Tax Incentives
PHCC National, along with other industry groups and
associations, has prepared correspondence to Members
of the U.S. Senate urging continued consideration of tax
incentives that will drive efficiency upgrades in commer-
cial buildings.  PHCC believes that modifications to the
Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings Deduction
(Section 179D of the Internal Revenue Code) would
encourage retrofits of existing buildings.
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NETWORKING AT AREA MEETINGS
PMA would like to thank the following speakers  who pro-
vided continuing education programs at March and April
meetings.  The topics included: “IEEC Code”, “Drug Free
Workplace”, “Trench Collapse” and “Marketing”.

GA Power  - Central Georgia, North GA PHCC, South
Metro, NE Metro and NW Metro

Champion Construction - South Metro
Federated Insurance - Central Georgia, North GA PHCC,

South Metro, NE Metro and NW Metro
Brent Keiser - NE Metro

PMA would like to recognize the following company that
sponsored our local area meetings:

Goodbye Water - NE Metro
Georgia Power - South Metro
RBM Atlanta - North GA PHCC

PMA keeps plumbing contractors  informed by holding
area meetings across the state where business owners and
their employees can stay on top of business issues while
earning continuing education credits and networking with
other industry leaders.  Contact PMA at 678-947-3473 if
you are interested in sponsoring one of the meetings in
2011.

CALCULATING COSTS &
PROFITS JUST GOT EASIER

The PHCC Educational
Foundation is proud to announce
the release of its newest educa-
tional tool for contractors, the
PHCC Overhead & Pricing
Calculator. The new software is a
simple to use tool that helps con-
tractors find a selling price that
covers all their costs of doing busi-
ness and provides the net profit
percentage they desire. The CD comes loaded with Excel
spreadsheets that take users through the steps of calculating
their Labor Costs, Overhead Costs, Break-Even Rate,
Profitable Selling Price, Monthly & Annual Budgets, and Target
Revenue & Profit Goals.

The CD, item #9330, is available for sale through the PHCC
Web site, or by calling (800) 533-7694. PHCC member pricing
is $199, or $249 for non-PHCC members. You can get a pre-
view of the software at www.phccweb.org.

PMA SILVER PARTNER
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It’s the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. GeorgiaPower will pay you and your customers $100 each when you 

replace a Georgia Power customer’s gas water heater with an electric one. Install an energy-ef�cient, low-maintenance 

electric water heater that has a long life expectancy and takes advantage of low electric rates. It pays to convert to electric. 

To get all the details on who quali�es for this money-making conversion program and how to participate, call Georgia Power 

at 800-524-2421 x600.

*Certain restrictions apply. Offer subject to end 12-31-2010 

Want to know an easy way
to get $100?

just convert a gas water heater to electric*

1000257

12/31/2011



PMA recognizes
Superior Plumbing
for paying the
exhibit fees,
Fitzgerald & Sons
for fabricating the
water wall and
other hands on dis-
plays, Ivey
M e c h a n i c a l ' s
Jonathan Byrd for
coordinating the
plumbing SkillsUSA
competition and

Jerome Sabol of Plumb Works for coordinating the logistics for the booth and
competition.   This years exhibit also featured the EPA WaterSense® “Fix a Leak”
water conservation program. PMA members supervised and judged the SkillsUSA
plumbing competition.  PMA recognizes the following companies who volun-
teered to judge the competition or work the plumbing booth: Carl Keiser, Keep
Smiling Plumbing, Mike Dupree, Dupree Plumbing, Carol and Earl Lively, LECO
Mechanical, Ray Sokolowsky, Plumb Rite, Ralph Hardie, RBM of Atlanta, Brian
Stordy, Fitzgerald & Sons, Jerome Sabol, Plumb Works, Chuck Edgar, Troy
Callahan, Jay Cunningham, Superior Plumbing, Phil Helslep, Hansgrohe, Icela
Reets, Champion Construction, Lance Pickering, Rothenberger USA, Chris Starr,
Pyles Plumbing, Chris Johnson, C & J Johnson Plumbing.  Products donated:
Moen, PDI, Zurn Industries, Bradford Sales, Fluid Master and Watts. 
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The largest of the CareerExpo Exhibits, Build It!, demonstrated the breadth of opportunity in the trades and tremendous
skill involved in creating a high quality, safe building. Students engaged in challenges designed to teach students about edu-
cation and skills required for a successful career in the trades. Build It! included the following Exhibits, each approximate-
ly 1,600 square feet:  Construction Management, Concrete, Openings, Finishes, Heating & Air Conditioning, Plumbing,
Electrical, Transportation, Earthwork & Utilities, and Masonry. 

2011 CAREER EXPO AND SKILLSUSA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS BY
THE NUMBERS...

• 6,380 Total Attendees
• 4,705 Students (Middle School, High School,
Technical College and University)
• 851 Influencers (Teachers, Counselors,
Administrators and Parents)
• 824 Industry Volunteers, Exhibitors, Guests
• 206 Schools
• 311 Companies
• 6,000+ Pounds of Hard Hats and Safety Glasses
Distributed
• 200,000+ Square Feet of Exhibit and Competition
space

According to CEFGA
Executive Director Scott
Shelar, the event reached a
level of quality never
before seen. "I observed it
and heard it throughout
from teachers and stu-
dents," he says. "People
were blown away with the
size and quality of this
year's event."
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Congratulations 2011
SkillsUSA

State Champions!
Architectural Drafting

Chris Richardson
Westover HS (Albany)
Building Maintenance

Edgar Gonzalez
Cross Keys HS (Atlanta)

Cabinetmaking
David Thompson
Franklin Co. HS

(Carnesville)
Carpentry

Kyle Stephens
Chestatee HS (Gainesville)

Diesel Equipment
Technology

Landon Eurek
Lumpkin Co. HS

(Dahlonega)
HVAC

Matt Warren
Jordan HS (Columbus)

Industrial Motor Control
Glavin Eakes

Camden Co. HS (Kingsland)
Masonry

Michael "Cole" Dasinger
Harris Co. HS (Hamilton)

Plumbing
Brett Jenkins

Thomson HS (Thomson)
Electrical Wiring

Eric Allen
Franklin Co. HS

(Carnesville)
Sheet Metal
Tory Dylan

Harris Co. HS (Hamilton)
TeamWorks

Camden Co. HS (Kingsland)
Welding

Drew Swafford
Cedartown HS (Cedartown)

Welding Fabrication
Appling Co. HS (Baxley)

Welding Sculpture
Russell Horne
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2011 PHCC—NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PHCC Legislative Conference 
May 11-12, Key Bridge Marriott
Arlington, VA and Capitol Hill

Union-Affiliated Contractors’ Meeting 
May 17-21, Homewood Suites 

Orland Park, IL

119TH PMA Annual Meeting
June 2-5, King and Prince Resort

St. Simons Island, GA

CONNECT 2011 and 
Quality Service Contractors’ Power Meeting

Sept. 21-24, Minneapolis Hilton 
Minneapolis, MN

101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, GA 30040

THE PLUMBING & MECHANICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA IS DEDICATED TO PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND COMFORT OF THE PUBLIC BY PRO -
MOTING INDUSTRY EDUCATION AND IMPROVING CONSUMER RELATIONS WITH PROFESSIONALISM AND INTEGRITY .

“WHERE GEORGIA’S 
BEST PLUMBERS BELONG”

March - April Issue
President’s Report .........................................................3
Plant Vogtle Nuclear Update  ........................................3
PHCC National Updates ................................................4
Networking Events .........................................................4
CEFGA Expo SkillsUSA ............................................6 & 7
2011 Annual Meeting Schedule & Registration...INSERTS

PMA 2011 PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
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ZURN PLUMBING
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DUPREE PLUMBING
FULTON PLUMBING

PLUMB WORKS
HD SUPPLY
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RIDGE TOOL COMPANY  



2011 CAREER EXPO AND
SKILLSUSA STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

BUILD IT! PLUMBING 
BOOTH PHOTOS





PMA Areas Meetings 

Picture at right, from l to r, Lance

Ware, Ellen Whitaker, Mark

Schlosser, and Alan Thurmond.

Bottom right, Josh Bare,

Federated, picture below in mid-

dle, Chuck Sarkisien, Team

Chevrolet/Ford NW Metro meet-

ing sponsor.  Picture below, South

Metro Area Chair, Brian Davis. .


