
The 2009 Georgia General
Assembly adjourned sine die
Friday April 3rd, with some
observers predicting that a late
summer special session will be
necessary to adjust the budget. 

Metal theft bi ll awaits
Governor's signature.
Just minutes before midnight on
Friday April 3rd, the Senate

agreed to the House substitut e for SB 82, the bill to com-
bat metal theft. Earlier in the day, the House passed SB
82 on a vote of 147 - 20. The lopsided nature of the vote
surprised some observers because 14 House members
spoke against the bill from the well. Metal recyclers
worked hard in opposition to the measure, but in the end
it was the 20-plus members of the Metal Theft Coalition
who prevailed.

There are several provisions in the bill that should be
helpful in combating the growing metal theft problem.
Key provisions would: 
•Require a photo ID to sell copper and certain other met-
als to a metal dealer.
•Require the metal dealer to make a photocopy of the ID.

Legislative Update continued on page 4
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SENATE RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZES ADDIS

On March 3rd, the Georgia Senate passed a resolution
commending Tommy Addis, Jr., for his dedication to the
plumbing industry and congratulated him upon the
occasion of his retirement from the State Construction
Industry Licensing Board.  Tommy retired from the
Licensing Board last year.  Tommy was officially present-
ed with his resolution at the PMA Board Meeting on
April 16th by PMA President Ron Kikta and Executive
Director Ellen Whitaker. 

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA)
has published the proposed Georgia Rain Water
Guidelines and proposed Georgia Gray Water
Guidelines for public comment to their website.  You
may also access the information off the home page of
www.plumbingpros.com.

Written comments concerning the Rain Water
Guidelines and/or Gray Water Guidelines to the below
address no later then June 2, 2009:

Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Division

Engineering and Technical Support Program
ATTN: Ms. Frances Carpenter, PE, Program Manager

4220 International Parkway, Suite 101
Atlanta, GA 30354

GRAY WATER AND RAIN WATER
COMMENT PERIOD OPEN
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You’re in business for the long haul—
shouldn’t your insurer be too?
Every business has its opportunists. They swoop in when business is booming and they disappear 
when times get tough. At Federated, when the decision is made to insure an industry, we’re in it for 
the long haul. For more than half  of  its 100 year history, Federated has been a dependable source of
insurance for contractors. We have the expertise needed to design innovative products and effective 
risk management programs that respond to the unique risks you face. 

In your fast-changing industry, it’s good to know there’s a �nancially strong, stable insurance company 
you can depend on to offer solutions to the protection problems that threaten your business. Call your 
local Federated representative or your association of�ce to �nd out more about an insurance program 
built to protect businesses like yours. 

It’s our business to protect yours ®



On behalf of the members, directors, and officers of the
Plumbing & Mechanical Association, we would like to
publicly welcome our newest Members:

Marietta Recycling Corp.
Scott Cone

311 Marble Mill Road
Marietta, GA 30060

Mashburn& Burmester, PC
Paul Mashburn

1827 Powers Ferry Rd. 4 Bldg 10 Suite 301
Atlanta, GA 30339

Nivek Services, Inc.
Robert Brown

616 N. Main St.
Jasper, GA 30143

W.R. Bristow Mfg. Agents
Jim Watson

1996 Airport Industrial Park Dr.
Marietta, GA 30060

Complete contact information for the above companies
will be in the 2009 Membership Directory.  If you know
a company interested in joining PMA or for more infor-
mation on membership please contact  PMA at 678-
947-3473.

Plumb Pros Plumbing
Michael Jordan

1001 Natalie Ln SE
Smyrna, GA 30082

PMA President Ron
Kikta welcomes new
member Michael
Jordan to the
Association at April
21st Metro Atlanta
Education Session.
Tommy and Joyce
Addis pictured with
Charles Weatherby and
Mitzi Smith  at board
meeting.
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2009 - 2009 President Ron
Kikta

My Fellow Plumbers,

I know what you're thinking ,
only one more month to go
until our annual meeting and
it will be here before you
know it.   

The other day as I was out
and about doing the plumb-
ing thing, (for those of you
who have been following my

writings, I like the way that sounds, it sounds like someone
who knows what they are doing)  my mind started to wan-
der.  I started to notice and think about company sayings,
mottos and credo's that people use to make customers
remember them.  I thought about my father, who when he
started the family business came up with a saying for the
company logo and signage for the trucks.  I recall thinking at
the time, how corny it was.  But you know, people remem-
bered it and called us again and again.  So, sometimes the
corny one's are the one's people do remember.  Remember
though you sti ll have to have one that means something, not
like "My mother said I am the best Plumber in Ga. and she
loves me"   or "We'll do it right or we'll eat a bug".  Actually
my son came up with that last one.  But  we had to give it up
after I was called back to fix a leak.   Since it was his idea, I
don't think I had to eat any bugs, and as I think back on it, I
don't think they were my leaks anyway. 

The point to all this is, and you thought there wasn't going to
be one, in times like this business owners have to think
about how to generate business and make the phones ring.
Look at your mission statement or motto or whatever you
want to call it.  Live up to it and believe in it. But don't think
you need one to be a good business owner or plumber you
just have to believe in yourself and what you are doing.  Do
it right and be honest with people, not because of the way
the economy is, but because it's the right thing to do.  Most
people and your customers are looking harder at costs.  But
you all know that and see what happening out there.  In
order to make the same amount of money you did last year
it may cost you more. 

This brings me back to reminding you how important it is to
have a place to talk and listen to people who are working in
the same field you are.   Lots of people on TV and in the
newspaper think they have the answer.  But most of them
need to get out in the real world.  The people in the real
world are your fellow PMA members.  Go to your next area
meeting and share your ideas about what we need to do to
fix all of this.  I'll be listening.

Until next time,

Ron Kikta

PRESIDENT’S REPORT NEW MEMBERS
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION CONTINUED 

•Require a 24-hour waiting period before cash payment is
made for copper, aluminum forms, and catalytic converters.
Immediate payment can be made by check.
•Allow prosecutors to include the reasonable costs which are
incurred in the repair of property or in the attempt to recover
property. This will elevate some thefts from misdemeanors to
felonies.

The 24-hour waiting period for cash payments should deter
some thieves and perhaps create opportunity for apprehension
of others.

Transportation Governance passes as funding measure fails.
There will be no one cent increase in the sales tax as a
House/Senate conference committee was unable to agree on
whether transportation funding should be state-wide or local
option. House leadership wanted a state-wide one cent sales
tax increase

In the final hour of the session, the Senate agreed to the House
substitut e for SB 200, which gives the Governor and legislative
leaders more authority over The Department of Transportation.
The bill vests operational control in a new Planning Division,
whose director would be appointed by the Governor.

Several bills supported by business groups passed on the final
day of the session.:
HB 581, unemployment legislation: Early in the day the House
agreed to a Senate substitut e for the bill that will allow employ-
ers to avoid $170 million in new unemployment taxes next year.
While unemployment taxes will go up, HB 581 makes Georgia
eligible for federal stimulus funds that will go straight to the
Employment Security Trust Fund. That should translate into a
near dollar-for-dollar cost avoidance for Georgia employers.

HB 481, business tax credits: The House and Senate approved a
conference committee report that stripped from HB 481 a pro-
vision to phase out the corporate income tax and replaced it
with a cut in long term capital gains taxes for individuals and
corporations.  Governor Perdue has indicated that he may veto
the bill because of this provision. Introduced by Rep. Tom
Graves of Ranger, HB 481 provides employers with an unem-
ployment tax credit of up to $125 per quarter for each individ-
ual they hire who is receiving unemployment benefits. In addi-
tion, the bill provides employers with a $2400 income tax cred-
it for each unemployed person they hire prior to July 1, 2010.  

HB 318, heavy equipment tax exemption: The House and
Senate adopted a conference report on this bill which provides
a full property tax exemption on heavy equipment every year
after the year of initial purchase.  "Heavy equipment" is defined
as self-propelled vehicles of more than 5,000 pounds used for
industrial, mining or other purposes where no license plate is
required.

HB 439 - business development: House and Senate adopted a
conference committee report on this Administration bill to
revise income tax credits for business development in less
developed areas of the state. The bill changes provisions for tax
credits for training and for exports through Georgia ports. 

Other bills of interest that will carry over to 2010 session.
SB 53 by Senator Harp would provide for confiscation of auto-
mobiles owned by convicted metal thieves.  Remains in Senate
Public Safety Committee.  Will carry over.

SB 184 would make "notice to contractor" provisions consistent
with the provisions in the current lien law.  Introduced on
behalf of general contractors by Senator Dan Weber. Not
expected to move any further this session.

SB 228 by Senator Ross Tolleson of Perry would change provi-
sions relating to 25-foot buffers along state waters.  

HB 158 would amend Georgia law relating to allocation of
water and waste-water usage in newly constructed apartments.
Introduced by Rep. Judy Manning of Marietta, the bill would
require apartment owners to install equipment to measure
water usage by each tenant, and charge tenants according to
their use. 

HB 253 would allow contractors to take away the lien rights of
subcontractors by signing an affidavit that all subcontractors
had been paid. The bill remains in the Regulated Industries
Committee and is not expected to move in its current form.
Will carry over.

HB 263 would require employers who offer in-home services to
perform background checks on employees who enter private
homes. Introduced by Rep. Allen Peake of Macon, the bill would
further provide that employers shall not employ for in-home
service anyone who has been convicted of a violent felony.  The
bill remains in the House Agriculture and Consumer Affairs
Committee and will carry over.

HB 375 by Ways & Means Chairman Larry O'Neal will be held
over until the 2010 legislative session to allow time to perfect
the bill.  HB 375 is intended to codify current practices related
to sales taxes collected or paid by contractors and subcontrac-
tors so that detailed regulations will not be open to interpreta-
tion by the Department of Revenue.

HB 405 would provide for an income tax credit for energy effi-
cient and water efficient equipment. Introduced by Rep. Joe
Wilkinson of Sandy Springs, the bill defines "water efficient
equipment" as all machinery and equipment certified as reduc-
ing business or domestic water use. The credit would be 25% of
cost up to a maximum of $5,000.  The bill remains in the Ways
& Means Committee and will carry over.

HB 456 would regulate the sale of metal to recyclers and pro-
vide for the posting of suspected metal thieves.  The bill
remains in House Judiciary Non-civil Committee and will carry
over.

HB 519 would provide an income tax credit for qualified water
efficient products and energy efficient products.  Remains in
House Ways & Means Committee and will carry over.

HB 552 would change standards for letters of credit and bonds
for drillers of water wells and bore holes. Favorably reported by
House Natural Resources Committee.

A complete listing of bills followed during the 2009 Legislative
session are available in the archive on the homepage of
www.Plumbingpros.com  If you have any comments or ques-
tions on any of the bills mentioned above please contact
Legislative Chair Ted Zurn at tedzurn@zurnplumbing.com or
Ellen Whitaker at ewhitaker@plumbingpros.com.  Updates
were sent out weekly during the legislative session via email.
If you did not receive updates please email PMA@plumbing-
pros.com with your current email address.  
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While 2009 is proving to be one of the toughest years
business owners have seen in decades PMA is preparing
a conference that is geared to assist you in "thriving in
these uncertain times".  Please plan to join your col-
leagues at the 117th Annual Meeting and Educational
Session on June 11 - 14th at St. Simons Island.

PMA's Keynote speaker Sandy K. Baruah will address
the "Future of Small Business".  As the former head of
the US Small Business Administration, Mr. Baruah will
help you gain valuable insight into how the policies of
the current Administration are going to impact your
bottom line.  

Kevin Doughtery will be conducting the education ses-
sion "Leading Your Company in Uncertain Times" this
program is designed to prepare you for the changes
your being faced with today.  There is also a bonus edu-
cation session for folks coming in early on Thursday
afternoon. 

Registration information and a schedule of events are in
this issue and can be accessed on line at www.plumb-
ingpros.com.  Please don't hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions.  

I look forward to seeing you and your families on June
11th, 

Ellen Whitaker

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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This is the very best time to be a business owner.  All by
itself, that statement sounds ludicrous.  The economy is on
the brink of a depression, credit has tightened and the tra-
ditional customer markets have all by disappeared.  How
can this be "good news"?

For many business owners the clock has stopped.  The plan
of action is to wait - wait until the economy returns to nor-
mal. Unfortunately, if you listed to the pundits, that wait
could be as long as 35 years and there is no guarantee that
the new "normal" will even resemble our pervious market
conditions.  Waiting is really not an option.

The good news is that economic chaos breeds new oppor-
tunities.  As a business owner, you have the ability to quick-
ly grasp changes that are occurring in the marketplace and
leverage them for your benefit - to do things that have
never been done before.  Look around you.  Where do you
see new opportunities?

An example of these new opportunities came to light dur-
ing the recent PHCC online business webinar, "Building a
Killer Strategic Plan".  A residential plumber realized that
the foreclosed property market could be turned into a gold-
mine.  In short, this plumber teamed with an HVAC and
electrical contractor to "re-hab" the systems in foreclosed
homes - systems that were, in most cases, not old, only
abandoned for an extended period.  His customers were
realtors and banks that were intent on moving these prop-
erties as quickly as possible but needed a competitive edge
to sell these "distressed" properties.  By "re-habbing" the
home's systems, these customers were able to alleviate the
concerns of the buying public.  In the end, the realtors and
bankers were able to move their homes more quickly than
their competition.

But the discussion didn't end there.  The next step in this
plumber's sales arsenal was to visit each "new" homeown-
er and offer his services to maintain the "re-habbed" sys-
tems under an annual maintenance agreement.  For this
plumber his business has changed for the better.  The
chaotic economy has become his friend.

Chaos breeds opportunity.  This is the best time to be a
business owner.  Identify the opportunities your market is
offering and move to exploit them.  You will be surprised
how quickly your "new" business model will take off!

This article appeared in the Ohio PHC contractor magazine and is
reprinted with permission by Brad Dawson.  Brad Dawson is the
managing director of LTV Dynamics and the host of the PHCC
Online Business Webinar Series.  He can be reached at
BLDawson@LTVdynamics.com.  

CHAOS BREEDS OPPORTUNITY

FLOURISHING IN A 
TOUGH ECONOMY

Contractors came out to a special
metro Atlanta meeting held April 21st
at Fulton Plumbing to hear QSC
Business Coach Lawrence Snow dis-
cuss ways to grow when everyone

else is downsizing.  The information sharing alone high-
lights why contractors benefit from belonging to their
professional trade association.  This meeting was spon-
sored by AARCHER Restoration Services Inc..  

Picture above, from l to r, Michael Jordan, Plumb Pros Plumbing,
Dempsey Hickman, Citywide Plumbing, Lee Krinksky, Plumb Works,
Jerome Sabol, Plumb Works, Ron Kikta, R.M. Kikta Plumbing,  Jay
Cunningham, Superior Plumbing and Jonathan Tuck, Superior
Plumbing.  Picture to right, team AArcher with Lawrence Snow. 
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PMA recently participated in
the 5th Annual CEFGA
CareerExpo and SkillsUSA
Championships held April 16
and 17th at the Georgia
International Convention
Center in Collge Park. PMA
sponsored the World of
Plumbing & Mechanical
Construction. The EXPO was
divided into "WORLDS" and
besides the World of Plumbing,
there were over 6 football fields
of other worlds pertaining to
the construction industry. 

The CareerExpo was host to 191
schools, 243 construction-relat-
ed companies, 265 SkillsUSA
competitors (17 contests) and a

grand total of 6,145 attendees.  This is a 46% increase
from the previous year.  The primary attendees were
kids from across the state of Georgia who are interest-
ed in jobs in the construction industry. 

World of Plumbing & Mechanical Sponsors: PMA,
Ivey Mechanical, Greene & Associates, Superior
Plumbing, Plumb Works, Kohler, Fluid Master,
Rothenberger USA, and Scientific Detection Services.
These companies donated money and/or equipment
to the booth.

Volunteers: Ellen Whitaker, PMA, Jerome Sabol,

Plumb, Lyod Gonsalves, Plumb Works, Phil Olin,
Scientific Detection, Billy Elsberry, Scientific
Detection, Jonathan Byrd, Ivey Mechanical, Chip
Greene, Greene & Associates, Jay Cunningham,
Superior Plumbing, Jonathan Tuck, Superior
Plumbing, Bryan Stansell, Fulton Plumbing, Van
Cheeves, Forest Park Plumbing, Ron Kikta, RM Kikta
Plumbing, Ray Sokolowsky, Plumb Rite, Sue
Sokolowsky, PMA, Julian Scudden, All Phase
Plumbing, Benny Reno, Dupree Plumbing, Anthony
Camp, Dupree Plumbing, Lance Pickering,
Rothenberger USA, Nicky Cornette, Dupree Plumbing
and  Marchin Lambych, Zurn Plumbing.

PMA would like to thank Expo Chair Jerome Sabol for
chairing the committee that pulled in sponsors and
volunteers from over 14 companies.   When PMA
asked Jerome to comment on the success of the event
Jerome stated: “It was great to see all the professional
& skilled people demonstrating the correct career
paths for these students. Hopefully this will pay off in
the future when they may wind up on your job site. I
had a lot of the students thank me for being there &
giving them a opportunity to see what we do in our
business. That was very gratifying. I also want to thank
Ellen & Susan in the P.M.A. office. As always with these
shows there is a lot of planning & details to work out.
They made it all come together & look easy. I also
wanted to thank Ron Kikta, & John Tuck for judging the
plumbing contest on Friday. And Lance Pickering for
donating Rothenberger tools to the winners. The con-
testants take this pretty seriously, & are very grateful
as well. Hope to see you all next year.”

CEFGA CAREER EXPO & 
SKILL SUSA COMPETITION

The effective date of the final
rule requiring certain federal
contractors and subcontrac-

tors to use E-Verify has been delayed unti l June 30,
2009. 

The rule will only affect federal contractors who are
awarded a new contract after June 30, 2009 that includes
the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) E-Verify clause
(73 FR 67704).

Federal contractors may NOT use E-Verify to verify cur-
rent employees until the rule becomes effective and they
are awarded a contract that includes the FAR E-Verify
Clause. 

The new rule implements Executive Order 12989, as

amended by President George W. Bush on June 6, 2008,
directing federal agencies to require that federal contrac-
tors agree to electronically verify the employment eligi-
bility of their employees.   The amended Executive Order
reinforces the policy, first announced in 1996, that the
federal government does business with companies that
have a legal workforce. This new rule requires federal
contractors to agree, through language inserted into
their federal contracts, to use E-Verify to confirm the
employment eligibility of all persons hired during a con-
tract term, and to confirm the employment eligibility of
federal contractors’ current employees who perform
contract services for the federal government within the
United States. You can read frequently asked questions
about this new rule in the link below.  To access the link
go to the homepage of plumbingpros.com and click on e-
verify.

E-VERIFY POSTPONED AGAIN 
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CEFGA CAREER EXPO & SKILL SUSA COMPETITION
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AREA MEETINGS

PMA would like to recognize the following companies
that sponsored our local area meetings in March and
April: 

Pulley & Associates - South Metro
Stan Hunt & Associates -  North GA

Georgia Power -  North GA

PMA also thanks the following Speakers who provided
continuing education programs in March and April that
covered changes in Lien Laws & Collections, Scrap Metal
Theft, Legislation and Workmen's Compensation:

Bill Carmichael - Stokes Lazarus & Carmichael LLP  
Steve Cone - Marietta Recycling 

Ellen Whitaker - PMA
Bo Orr - Federated Insurance

PMA keeps plumbing contractors  informed by holding
area meetings across the state where business owners
and their employees can earn continuing education cred-
its and network with other industry leaders.  

Contact PMA at 678-947-3473 if you are interested in
sponsoring one of the meetings in 2009.



It’s the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. GeorgiaPower will pay you and your customers $100 each when you 

replace a Georgia Power customer’s gas water heater with an electric one. Install an energy-ef�cient, low-maintenance 

electric water heater that has a long life expectancy and takes advantage of low electric rates. It pays to convert to electric. 

To get all the details on who quali�es for this money-making conversion program and how to participate, call Georgia Power 

at 800-524-2421 x600.We’re on so you can be.®

*Certain restrictions apply. Offer subject to end 12-31-2009 

Want to know an easy way
to get $100?

just c vert a gas water heater to electric*



PROUD SPONSORS OF 
116TH PMA ANNUAL MEETING & 

EDUCATIONAL SESSION

101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, GA 30040

THE PLUMBING & MECHANICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA IS DEDICATED TO PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND COMFORT OF THE PUBLIC BY PRO-
MOTING INDUSTRY EDUCATION AND IMPROVING CONSUMER RELATIONS WITH PROFESSIONALISM AND INTEGRITY.

“WHERE GEORGIA’S 
BEST PLUMBERS BELONG”

117TH PMA ANNUAL MEETING &
EDUCATIONAL SESSION

JUNE 11 - 14TH

The King and Prince
Beach & Golf Resort
St. Simons Island, GA

Room Cut Off May 3rd!
Reserve Online at:www.kingandprince.com

Go to Group Reservation and use the password:
Pmaofga 

Scientific Detection Services Group

NORTHGA PHCC
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