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NEW WATER BILL INCL UDES

RETROFIT INCENTIVE

General Assembly Up date

A major new water bill backed by House leadership
was introduced and referred to the Natural Resources
Committee. HB 1226 was sponsored by
Representative Mike Coan of Lawrenceville.

Included in this 50-page bill is a provision for income
tax credits for the installation of water conservation
equipment in new construction or retrofits. The amount
of the tax credit would be set by the Board of Natural
Resources not to exceed 25 percent of the cost or
$2,000, whichever is less. Credits would be transfer-
able by the taxpayer to a homebuilder, re-modeler,
manufacturer, seller or installer of qualified equipment.

HB 1226 would create a new Water Supply Division
within the Department of Natural Resources, with a
director reporting to the DNR Board. The
Environmental Protection Division would be required
to transfer appropriate staff to the new Water Supply
Division. The new division would be the state's primary
liaison with the U.S. Corps of Engineers and would be
responsible for at least some of the oversight of the
Comprehensive Statewide Water Plan. In addition, the
Water Supply Division would be charged with develop-
ing reservoirs to meet the state's future water needs.

Because it is backed by the Speaker and other House
leaders, HB 1226 may take priority over the retrofit bills
previously introduced. However, those retrofit bills are
in the Ways & Means Committee, while HB 1226 is in
the Natural Resources Committee. The Chairman of
the Natural Resources Committee, Rep. Lynn Smith is
among the bill's co-sponsors. Other co-sponsors
include Rep. Tom McCall, chairman of the Water
Resources Subcommittee, and Bob Hanner, the rank-
ing Democrat on the Natural Resources Committee.

Continued on page 4

PMA BOARD CONVENES

AT STATE CAPITOL

The PMA Board of
Directors convened at
the State Capital on
January 29th. The
session began mid
morning with special
legislative guests join-
ing the board for
lunch, this included
State Representative
Tom McCall
(Elberton), State
Representative Mike
Coan (Lawrenceville)
and Keith Hatcher,

Lobbyist for Georgia
Realtor Association. The legislative areas addressed
by the guests focused on bills addressing tax incen-
tives or rebates on the purchase of water efficient
plumbing fixtures, approval of Statewide Water Plan,
and a leave bill that would impact small business
owners. The legislators solicited feedback from the
board on areas of concern they had as business
owners and representative of the plumbing industry
related to these areas.

Upon conclusion of the business meeting, a group of
Directors went to meet with their individual legislative
representatives to make sure the voices of the
plumbing industry were heard. The group also met
again with State Representative Tom McCall in his
office to reiterate PMA's position on rebates and
incentives rather

than mandates.

Pictured at right,
from left to right:

Mitzi Smith,
Mike  Adams,
Ted Zurn,
D a n n vy
Richardson, and
Chip Greene.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

2007- 2008 President
Ted Zurn

Hello Friends,

The PMA recently had its
annual legislative day at the
Capitol in Atlanta. It's a day
on which we set aside time to
meet with legislators from our
home districts and let them
know how we stand on
issues, especially those affecting our businesses.

| remember the first time | attended legislative day a
few years ago. We walked the halls of the Georgia
State Capitol, a beautiful building with much history
behind it. Rob Sumner led the way as we met with
various representatives. It was a new experience for
this plumber and, at first, a bit intimidating. However,
in subsequent visits, | have become much more
comfortable in meeting with these folks. As a fellow
soldier told me years ago, "Even the general puts his
pants on one leg at a time." It is a great thought to
realize that we can have a say and influence what
happens during the legislative session.

So what is the "scoop" from the capital concerning
water issues? A bill out of Decatuer was being con-
sidered that would require all homes being sold to
be retro-fitted with low flow toilets and shower heads
before sale to a new owner. This bill has already
faced strong opposition by the Realtor association in
Georgia, which has 47,000 members. Their argu-
ment being that if this bill passes, then what else

CARE & CONCERNS

PMA asks you to keep in your thoughts and prayers
the families of members Sammy Rawlins , Johnny
Cole, and Mike Dalton . All of them have lost a
loved one.

Sammy Rawlin’s dad lost his long battle with can-
cer over the holidays.

Johnny Cole’s dad, John Cole, Sr . passed away at
the end of January. Mr. Cole began his career in
the plumbing industry and was the owner of Cole
Supply Company.

Mike Dalton, lost his uncle Tom Dalton recently
,who was a key member of the Keever Dalton
Plumbing team.

And Ron Hicks, City of Atlanta Building Inspector,
continues to be in our thoughts and prayers, as he
recovers from his recent surgery and blood clot.

could follow? Could there be laws requiring more
insulation and thermal type windows before your
house can be put up for sale? Not only would this
put a heavy burden on home sellers, it means gov-
ernment involvement in a process where it isn't
needed. PMA also opposes mandates and is lobby-
ing for rebate and incentive programs to be intro-
duced.

When you examine the water crisis in Georgia, it
comes down to two things: conserving what we have
and looking to expand our supply. We have been
talking a lot lately about conserving water, but what
about new supply sources? While at the Capitol, |
learned about a plan for Gwinnett County. There is
currently a rock quarry in the Norcross area that cov-
ers 130 acres and is 485 feet deep. Gwinnett County
may acquire this site, expanding it to 225 acres and
a depth of 1100 feet. When full, this would provide a
capacity of 82 billion gallons of water. This project
and others that come will be important new
resources for Georgia. But as we know, wheels turn
slowly in government and it will take time for new
reservoirs to be built. So, conservation of water and
other resources needs to become a way of life for all
of us.

The PMA will be watching and patrticipating in water
issues as it affects our members and our citizens.

Until next month,

Ted Zurn

NEW MEMBERS

On behalf of the members, directors, and officers of
the Plumbing & Mechanical Association, we would
like to publicly welcome our new Members:

All South Restoration
Abby Booth
Doraville, GA

Blount’s Plumbing, Inc.
Robert Blount, Sr .
Brunswick, GA

For more information on membership, please
Carolyn Greene at PMA or PMA First Vice
President, Ron Kikta at 770-945-4260.
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GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBL Y

Mandated leave bill diminishes "employment-at-will. "
The House Industrial Relations Committee has heard
testimony on legislation to enact state-level mandated
leave. Chairman Mike Coan then sent the bill to a sub-
committee. Perhaps the most troubling aspect of HB
901 is that it would allow employees to set the stage for
suing their employers. Under this bill, any employee who
has ever asked for leave - whether or not that leave was
granted - will have a potential cause of action against the
employer if he is ever discharged, disciplined, or penal-
ized.

Proponents of the bill say it is intended to apply to small
employers who fall below the employment threshold in
the federal Family and Medical Leave Act. However, HB
901 does not specifically exempt large employers from
its provisions. The bill provides that Georgia employers
must grant 24 hours of unpaid annual leave for the pur-
poses of attending school conferences and medical
appointments for children and elderly relatives. As writ-
ten, HB 901 would require an employer to provide this 24
hours of leave in addition to employer-provided leave if
such employer-provided leave is used up by July 1 of
any given calendar year.

Parent-teacher organizations and labor unions are
mounting a major effort to pass this bill which has bi-par-
tisan sponsorship. Sponsors of HB 901 include
Democrats Roger Bruce, Margaret Kaiser, and Howard
Mosby, and Republicans John Lunsford and Bill
Hembree.

Retrofit bill goes to subcommittee

A bill to provide an income tax credit against the "expen-
diture of funds" for the replacement of toilets with a low
flush toilets was referred to a House Ways & Means sub-
committee. Introduced by Rep. Judy Manning of
Marietta, HB 1107 defines "low flush toilet" as a toilet that
"uses an average of less than or equal to 1.6 gallons of
water per flush.

HB 1107 would allow for an income tax credit of up to
$100.00 per re toilet for as many as three toilets when
replacing toilets in a residential building, or six toilets in a
commercial building. Rep. Rich Golick, the Governor's
floor leader in the House, is a co-sponsor of this bi-parti-
san bill.

Tax measures dominate first weeks of the session.
Speaker Glenn Richardson's GREAT plan for reforming
Georgia's tax structure remains in the House Ways &
Means Committee, unable so far to attract the necessary
two-thirds vote for passage. While HR 979 has not
moved, other property tax measures are receiving a
great deal of attention.

The Senate Finance Committee approved two different
resolutions proposing Constitutional amendments to
freeze property taxes. The most prominent of these may
be SR 796 by Finance Committee Chairman Chip

Rogers, who apparently is carrying the bill for Lt.
Governor Casey Cagle. SR 796 provides that the 2007
assessed value of residential property shall not be
increased more than two percent in any tax year.
Moreover, the resolution would limit increases in nonres-
idential assessments to three percent. Chairman Rogers
said the higher cap was placed on nonresidential
assessments because residential property turns over
more frequently, and the caps do not apply when proper-
ty is sold or transferred.

The Senate Finance Committee also approved SR 686,
a proposed Constitutional Amendment that appears to
be in direct conflict with SR 796. Introduced by Senate
President Pro Tempore Eric Johnson, SR 686 would
freeze assessments only on residential property.
Although both resolutions are now on the Senate gener-
al calendar, Senate Finance Committee members seem
to recognize that applying a freeze only to residential
property will shift a greater tax burden on to businesses.

In addition to these two resolutions, the Senate Finance
Committee approved SR 687 by Senator Mitch
Seabaugh. This proposed Constitutional Amendment
would allow local governments to rollback property taxes
and replace the lost revenue with a one cent sales tax.

Other bills of interest.

HB 661: Burkhalter of Alpharetta - would create a work-
ers compensation records inquiry service so that health
insurers could match their claims against workers com-
pensation claims. Provides no corresponding service for
workers compensation insurers or self insurers. Would
lead to higher workers compensation costs for employ-
ers. Still in House Insurance Committee.

HB 895: Levitas of Atlanta - would provide a "sales tax
holiday" certain water efficient products, including High
Efficiency toilets. Referred to Ways & Means Committee.

HB 901: Bruce of Atlanta - would require employers to
provide leave for employees to attend school confer-
ences and for medical appointments of children or par-
ents. Still in House Industrial Relations Committee.

HB 947: Drenner of Atlanta -- to provide a tax credit of
up to $100 for replacement of inefficient plumbing fix-
tures with modern, efficient fixtures. Still in Ways &
Means.

HB 979: Richardson of Hiram - would implement the
GREAT plan, replacing the school portion of property
taxes on homesteads with a new sales tax on consumer
services. Hearings underway in a House Ways & Means
subcommittee.

HB 1022: Porter of Dublin would codify the Statewide
Water Plan and conform planning regions to river basins.
Referred to Natural Resources Committee.

Continued on page 5
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Putting the Game Plan Together
Two Day Seminar

Ellen Whit aker

In 2007, PMA managed to end
the year financially in the black.
An accomplishment, I'm very
proud of. As a non profit our goal
is to deliver value to our mem-
bership and put whatever
money, if any, into a "rainy day"
reserve fund. Just like you, I'm faced with managing
my business in an economic downturn. What's the
game plan? It certainly won't be business as usual
that's for sure. PMA will be looking at ways to stretch
your membership dollar so you're getting good return
on your investment. One major change will be the
way in which we conduct educational programs. The
model will be to deliver these programs on demand
SO you're getting the training you need when you
want it at a competitive price, rather than rolling out a
generic schedule every fall.

Another task PMA is undertaking in 2008, involves
investing in our industry's future. PMA has commit-
ted to sponsor and participate in the 4th Annual
CEFGA CareerExpo and SkillsUSA Competition.
Last year's event drew more than 3,000 attendees -
mostly students, teachers and counselors from
Georgia schools. This year, organizers are anticipat-
ing more than 4,000 attendees from 100-plus middle
schools, high schools and technical colleges through-
out the state. If you are interested in participating
with this event or have training needs please contact
me at 678-947-3473. Thank you for your continued
support.

GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Continued from page 4

SB 343: Pearson of the 51st - would create the Water
Conservation and Drought Relief Act relating to issuance
of permits, certifications, and construction of new public
water reservoirs. Referred to Senate Natural Resources
Committee.

SB 374: Weber of Dunwoody - would change provisions
related to materialmen and mechanics liens. Referred to
Special Judiciary Committee.

SB 407: Seabaugh of Sharpsburg - to revise provisions
relating to unlawful contracts with utility contractors.
Does not affect language in 43-41-17 preserving the
rights of licensed plumbers to perform any work for which
their licensed was issued. Referred to Regulated
Industries and Utilities Committee.

SR 687: Seabaugh of Sharpsburg - a resolution propos-
ing a constitutional amendment authorizing local taxing
jurisdictions to wholly or partially replace ad valorem tax-
ation with a one percent sales and use tax. Referred to
Senate Finance Committee.

Once the project has been turned over from estimating
does your team know how to come up with the optimum
plan to make this the most profitable construction effort?
This plan must be strategized, and then turned into
effective tactics for victory. This seminar focuses on
developing the winning game plan for the project. What
are our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats? How do we capitalize on our strengths, and
minimize the risk that our weaknesses present.

On every single job, you are putting the fate of the proj-
ect and perhaps your company in the hands the talent-
ed craftspeople you've promoted. But have you taught
them how to keep your customer happy while safe-
guarding your wallet? Have you trained them to be
effective managers, or are they

really just well paid craftsmen,
While you do the "managing"?
Do they know that we expect
more from them than just "get-
ting it done fast?" Raise the bar
at your company by learning
what you should really expect
your team to be able to do, how
to train them to do those things,
and how to get them to actively
participate in the management

“On every single
job, you are put -
ting the fate of the
project and
perhaps your
company in the
hands the talented
craftspeople
you've promoted.”

process. Can you really afford
not to attend? Don't miss the opportunity to get your
entire team playing from the same play book.

Who should attend:

This seminar is designed for the Owner, Project
Manager and Foreman/Superintendent to attend
together.

About the Speaker:

Kirk Alter, Associate Professor in Purdue University's
Department of Building Construction Management and
president of Fast Management, Inc., has been a full-
time participant in the mechanical construction industry
since 1974. He started his career path as an appren-
tice, progressed to superintendent and ended up as vice
president and owner. Kirk brings a well-rounded per-
spective to the training sessions he offers and delivers
on his promise to provide tangible tools and skills to

attendees.
Friday, March 28th &
Saturday , March 29th
8 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location to be Determined

Registration Fee:: $790 per person ($395 per day)

(Includes seminar materials, lunch & continental break-
fast)

Discounts available for multi-company registrants and
attendees of the October 19th Foreman Seminar.
Please contact PMA to discuss your specific costs.

For seminar details or to
www.Plumbingpros.com

register, to to:
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

Several PHCC members

are preparing to attend the

ICC code hearings in

California. PHCC is well

represented by President
Jim Finley on the International Plumbing Code
Committee, Keith Bienvenu on the International
Fuel Gas Committee, Gary Kozan on the
International Residential Code Committee and Dave
Schumacher on the Mechanical/Plumbing Code
Committee.

Celebrate National Plumbing Industry W eek
In recognition of the important skills and services
plumbing professionals provide, PHCC will be spon-

soring National Plumbing Industry Week, April 27 —
May 3, 2008.

Foundation to Award $100,000 in Scholarships
Application Deadline May 1st

Applications are now being accepted for the PHCC
Educational Foundation Scholarship Programs.
PHCC Educational Foundation Scholarships range
from a total of $2,500 to $12,000 and are awarded
to students enrolled in an approved plumbing or
HVACR apprentice program; a full-time certificate or
degree program at an accredited two-year commu-
nity college, technical college or trade school; or a
full-time undergraduate degree program at an
accredited four-year college or university.

For complete information and instructions or to
obtain an application, call lva Vest the PHCC
Educational Foundation at (800) 533-7694.
Applications and supporting material are due no
later than May 1.

This year's conference is all about the power of
advocacy and building influence. Join us as we
explore how to promote our industry to lawmakers,
consumers, contractors and future employees.

Conference highlights include:

*A visit to Capitol Hill to speak to elected officials on
behalf of the plumbing, heating and cooling industry.
*A celebration of National Plumbing Industry Week.
eLeadership training to make your chapter the best it
can be.

*A bonus business management session on how to
use warrior management tactics to build your busi-
ness.

*An opportunity to discuss challenges and share
solutions with contractors and chapter executives

from across the country

For more informaton or to register online, go to:
www.phccweb.org
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IF WE CANOT CONVINCE
YOU TO GO ELECTRIC,

PERHAPS BENJAMIN CAN.

Get $100 when you convert a gas water heater to eléctri

ItOs the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. Georgia Power will pay you
and your customers $100 each when you replace a Georgia Power

customerOs gas water heater with an electric one. To get all the details on who s
qualifies for this money-making conversion program and how G EQRGIA M=
participate,call Georgia Power at 800-524-2421 x600. POWER

In addition, your customers may be eligible to qualify for a $525 rebate onAzsioum“N company

Marathon all-electric water heater.* For more information on this program,
please visit georgiapower.com/marathon.

*Certain restrictions apply. Rebate offers subject to end 12-31-2008. Must be a Georgia Power customer
to quality for customer rebates. $100 rebate and $525 customer rebate offers can not be combined.
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“WHERE GEORGIA’S
BEST PLUMBERS BELONG”

101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, GA 30040

THE PLUMBING & MECHANICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA IS DEDICATED TO PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND COMFORT OF THE
PUBLIC BY PROMOTING INDUSTRY EDUCATION AND IMPROVING CONSUMER RELATIONS WITH PROFESSIONALISM AND INTEGRITY .

Service Contractor's

Present ation of the Month
Februarg brings another out standing message
for the Service Contractor's Business
Present ation of the Month. Available free to
Members Only on PlumbingPros.com.

“Employees W ant to W ork for a Company
Not a Person" By Bob Daniels

Employees want to work for a comp any, not a
person. They don’t want to be your assist  ant
thus feeling like they are working hard to

make you rich. Employees want to feel like

they are p art of a team, a comp any team.
Team members work together towards a com -
mon goal that benefit s everyone.

For the complete present ation go to the
Members Only section of PlumbingPros.com.
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IMPORTANT DATES

Feb 27-29  Construction Contractor
Alliance
Dallas, TX
Mar 6-8 QSC Power Meeting XXVIII
Palm Springs, CA
Apr 21 Spring Golf
Tournament
Eagles Landing Country Club
Apr 24-25  Skill USA Career Expo

Gwinnett Fair Grounds

Apr 30-May 3PHCC Legislative &
Leadership Conference
Arlington, V A

Jun 19-22  PMA Annual Meeting

Amelia Island, FL

Sept 29-Oct 4PHCC Annual Meeting &
[ISH Trade Show
Atlant a, GA




