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Hello Friends,

It's in the news every-
where, on TV, radio, and in
print. North Georgia is fac-
ing a water crisis that
threatens our way of life.
The prolonged drought
and water releases from

our lakes have left us wondering and worrying
about the future availability of water for our
region.

So what can we do about it? The most obvious
thing to do now is conserve what we have.
There is talk that a bill may be introduced in the
state legislature to mandate that all houses sold
would need to upgrade the plumbing fixtures to
meet current water-saving requirements. Since
1995, we have been installing 1.6 gallon water
closets on new construction and replacements.
However, there are still thousands of homes
that have toilets using 3.5 or more gallons per
flush. While I believe that converting these old
toilets to modern water savers is an important
step, I do not favor mandating this by legisla-
tion.

It makes sense to me that giving incentives to
replace fixtures would work. Currently, Cobb
County and the City of Atlanta are offering a
rebate of $100.00 per toilet, up to three per
household, to give incentive to homeowners
and help offset the replacement cost.

As we look to the future, I see our industry play-
ing a major role in conservation efforts. For now,
our water supply is limited and we must learn as
a society to use our water resources intelligent-
ly. Using water-saving fixtures are just the
beginning of what we can do to save water.
Recycling and gray water systems will become
more widely used as we go forward.

The PMA will continue to be proactive in the
water debate. We will be monitoring the legisla-
ture, as well as working with our contacts there
to look out for the interests of our members. We
anticipate receiving draft legislation shortly.

By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be
near. Take time to give thanks for all the good
things in your life.

Until next month,

Ted Zurn

PMA WISHES 
YOU AND YOURS A

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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Copper Development Association

DO IT PROPER.
DO IT COPPER.

For technical assistance, training or promotional materials, contact:

Harold Moret
REGIONAL MANAGER

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas

2095 Highway 211 NW, Suite 2-F #339
Braselton, GA 30517

Tel: 770-965-8860
Fax: 770-965-8260

E-mail: hmoret@cda.copper.org

CDA is the information, education and technical development arm
of the copper, brass and bronze industry in the United States.

Visit CDA at: www.copper.org

FALL RETREAT ASHEVILLE

The Blue Ridge Mountains provided a scenic
backdrop for the 35 attendees who attended
the Fall Retreat and Board Meeting on
October 12-14th in Asheville, N.C.

Pictured above, l to r, Renee Sabol, Ron Kikta, Star
Kikta and Pam Starr.  Pictured at left, l to r, Lindy
Lively, Cindy Johnson, Wendy Zurn, Ted Zurn and Earl
Lively.  Pictured second from bottom, l to r,  Haley
Bolson, Tripp Carroll and Sandy Sandoval.  Pictured
at bottom - one of the groups that enjoyed dinner in
downtown Asheville on Friday night.



Ellen Whit aker
E x e c u t i v e
Director

Mandates and
Rebates

PMA has been
contacted to
review draft leg-
islation that
would mandate

the use of high-efficiency water closets. (1.28 gpf)
and urinals (0.5 gpf).   The proposed legislation
calls for a gradual phase-in period beginning in
2010 with enforcement becoming effective in
2014.   The proposal closely resembles what was
recently passed in California.  The phase in peri-
ods and effective enforcement dates are identical.

The second section of the legislation under review
includes a $100 income tax credit for purchase of
the higher efficiency model water closets' and uri-
nals, $20 tax credit for purchase of low-flow show-
er heads, and $10 tax credits for purchase of low-
flow lavatory faucet's or low-flow lavatory replace-
ment aerator and low-flow kitchen faucet's or low-
flow kitchen replacement aerator.  

Tax credits would apply to all taxable years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2008.  (There are lim-
its to the number of tax credits available per
replacement.)    

A copy of the draft was emailed to all members
with an email on file.  If you did not receive a copy
and would like one, send me an email: ewhitak-
er@plumbingpros.com.  You may also download
a copy from the Members Only section of
Plumbingpros.com.

I strongly encourage you to provide comments on
all pending legislation.  Let your voice be heard.
If you are interested in joining the Legislative
Committee call me at 678-947-3473 or Danny
Richardson at 706-283-2577.

Subcontractor Awareness Seminar

On May 14, 2007, Governor Sonny Perdue signed
PMA's HB 463 into law, which amended the
Georgia Erosion and Sediment Control Act of
1975.
The Subcontractor Awareness seminar is required
for individuals involved in land disturbing activities

working in a subcontractor capacity under a pri-
mary, secondary or tertiary permittee. The
Subcontractor Awareness Seminar is a two hour
seminar with no exam that is designed to give
individuals working in a subcontractor capacity an
overview of: erosion and sedimentation, the
impacts erosion and sedimentation have on the
environment, Best Management Practices
(BMPS) both vegetative and structural and laws
governing erosion and sedimentation

Individuals working in a subcontractor capacity
have until December 31, 2007 to obtain subcon-
tractor certification. 

PMA has secured a trainer to conduct the state
approved class and has scheduled a seminar on
Wednesday, December 5th.  This course will be
given in conjunction with a two hour overview of
OSHA 1926 Construction Standards, Subpart P -
Excavations.  The entire program will qualify for
four CE credits.  Registration forms are available
online at www.Plumbingpros.com.

Attendees will be required to present a govern-
ment issued photo ID to the instructor when sub-
mitting your application.

Subcontractor Awareness Seminar Attendees
include but are not limited to:
•Grading personnel, as well as grading and earth-
moving equipment operators
•Irrigation system personnel (residence, commer-
cial and industrial sites)
•Landscape personnel
•Utility personnel (excludes entities regulated by
the PSC or FERC, and other entities listed in
O.C.G.A. 12-7-17(10), if within a Common
Development
•Wastewater personnel installing on-site systems
(includes septic tank excavation and drain fields)
•Well drilling personnel (includes directional bor-
ing equipment operators)
•Plumbers and electrician's (will require certifica-
tion if conducting a land disturbing activity within a
permitted project site)
•Best management practice installation personnel
Other personnel involved in land disturbing activi-
ties acting as a contractor or subcontractor

PMA will also  schedule future seminars on an "as
needed basis" for members.  Contact the PMA
office to schedule a session at your company. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE



Pictured above contractors at the Athens,
September 11th, NorthGA Local Area Meeting.

PMA met contractor demand for CE by offering 23 education programs across the state that qual-
ified for continuing education credit.  “In the five years I’ve been putting together CE programs, this
is a personal record”, stated PMA Executive Director Ellen Whitaker.  “What is even more remark-
able is the fact that only three classes were conducted in hotel meeting rooms, the remainder were
hosted at in house locations by our contractor and industry members. This is a substantial cost
savings to the association.  We continue to say PMA has the best members bar none!”

Pictured at left, Kirk Alter
conducting “Foreman
Superintendent Seminar”
held on October 19th in
Macon.  A follow up two day
Project Manager/Owner
Seminar will be scheduled in
1st quarter 2008.  
Pictured at right, Carolyn
Greene conducting the new “Tankless Water Heater
Technology” course at the PMA Office.
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CARE & CONCERNS

On behalf of the members, directors, and officers of
the Plumbing & Mechanical Association, we would
like to publicly welcome our new Member:

Hill Mechanical
Daniel Hill

Kennesaw, GA

For more information on membership, please
Carolyn Greene at PMA or PMA First Vice
President, Ron Kikta at 770-945-4260.

NEW MEMBERS

GEORGIA CONTRA CTORS EARN 2,376 CE HOURS 

Gloria Webster from
Lubrizol sponsors
South Metro Meeting,
Tuesday,  November
13th.

Georgia Power sponsors the
October 18th Central GA meeting.
From l to r, Kevin White, GA Power,
Chip Greene, Greene & Associates,
and Eric Arnold, GA Power. 

PMA asks you to keep in your thoughts and
prayers the family of Johnny Cole, Sr.

Johnny Coles dad underwent emergency
bypass surgery and has been fighting to regain
his strength for the last few weeks.  He is in the
ICU unit at St. Francis Hospital in Columbus,
Georgia.  

LOCAL AREA MEETINGS
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NETWORK ’07 CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS

A Classic PHCC Convention:
Battling and Guiding the Element s

The four classical elements—fire, water, earth and
wind—all made their mark on the October 24-27
PHCC convention in Anaheim, California, making it
a memorable event.

First, Southern California fires attracting national
media attention ravaged close by PHCC convention
headquarters, the Anaheim Marriott.  

Then, there were reports of poor air quality caused
by smoke from the fires fueled by the Santa Ana
winds. But neither of these factors kept the approxi-
mately 1,000 Network ’07 participants from carrying
on with plans for the week. In fact, those attending
the PHCC annual convention had their minds on two
elements over which they may have more control,
particularly related to water and energy conserva-
tion.

At the Oct. 26 PHCC board meeting, the board of
directors voted to become an Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) WaterSense partner.
WaterSense is a voluntary-based program designed
to encourage the procurement of water-conserving
products. Among the products included in the
WaterSense product offerings are high efficiency toi-
lets (HETs), which now would require the use of the
1.28 gallon per flush models.

The PHCC board also approved revisions to its
water conservation position paper to include refer-
ence to the need for field testing and consideration
of the impacts on water/sewer infrastructure when
high efficiency toilets (HETs) are considered in the
form of a mandate. The paper emphasized the need
for decision-makers to consider other means of con-
serving water, such as wastewater recycling sys-
tems (greywater), and called for legislators to con-
sider tax and other incentives designed to encour-
age purchase of water conserving products and
services.

The board also re-considered a request from the
Plumbing Manufacturer’s Institute’s (PMI) to support
a national toilet standard. Board members request-
ed that PMI locate and provide any field testing data
or information demonstrating the compatibility
between HETs and existing water/sewer infrastruc-
ture for consideration of the board at its January
meeting.

California PHCC Executive Director Steve Lehtonen
also reported on “Green Plumbers,” a certification
program designed for plumbing contractors to
inform purchasers of water conserving products and
technologies.

There also were several discussions of green
plumbing and the role that plumbing contractors can
play in addressing water conservation and overall
protection of the earth. During the annual business
meeting, a “sense of the convention” was offered
and approved to create a task force to increase the
role and voice of the p-h-c contractor in the overall
water and energy conservation/green construction
issue. The idea was proposed by Past National
President Fran Williams on behalf of the PHCC Past
National Officers.

Major award winners announced

Delta Faucet Plumbing Contractor of the Year 
Larry Lee

Lee Plumbing & Heating Co
Thief River Falls, WI

Photos taken by PMA Executive Director Ellen
Whitaker as she and her husband drove north on
Interstate 5 towards Anaheim.  The pictures were
taken in Camp Pendleton.  The Interstate had opened
just an hour earlier.
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Award winners continued

Trane/PHCC HVAC Contractor of the Year
Tom Warner

Utility Service Express
Reston, VA

Col. George D. Scott Award for Meritorious Service
Laurie Crigler

L & D Associates
Aroda, VA

Top Apprentices Selected

1st Place - Tom Shields, Waterloo, IL
2nd Place - Richard Aldridge, Chesapeake, VA
3rd Place - Cory Schutte, House Springs, MO

PHCC Kicks off
1 2 5 t h
A n n i v e r s a r y
Celebration

With special
remarks and the

presentation of a video at the annual business meet-
ing on Friday, October 26th, the association kicked
off an official year-long celebration of its 125th
anniversary. The goal of the observance is to make
the general public more aware of the importance of
hiring a professional contractor.

Wagner Sees “Great Destiny” for PHCC

During her report
at the annual
meeting, PHCC
President Jo
Wagner dis-
cussed PHCC’s
great history,
and emphasized
that is the asso-
ciation has an
“even greater destiny.” She talked about PHCC’s
achievements in several areas over the past year,
particularly developing an industry workforce and
providing value to members. Later in the week,
PHCC and its Partners for Professionalism held a
press briefing during which initiatives in workforce
development were discussed. 

During the closing reception on Friday night, just-
installed President Jim Finley shared that the high-
light of the
anniversary cel-
ebration will
occur April 28 -
May 2, 2008,
d u r i n g
Leadership and
L e g i s l a t i v e
Conference ’08.

Start Planning for Next Year's Convention

The 2008 PHCC convention and ISH North
America T rade Show will be Sept. 29 - Oct. 4 at
the Atlant a Marriott Marquis and Atlant a
Convention Center in Atlant a.

Pictured above, from l to r, Ellen Whitaker, PMA,
Jim McGoldrick, Bradford White and Jerome
Sabol, Plumb Works.  Pictured below, from  l to r,
David Whitaker, Ted and Wendy Zurn, Zurn
Plumbing and Jerome Sabol, Plumb Works.  

Also attending the meeting from Georgia were
Debra and Bryan Stansell, Fulton Plumbing and
Eddie Miller, Miller Mechanical.

NETWORK ’07 CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
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G r e e t i n g s F e l l o w
Defenders of Public
Health! 

I know that you have
been waiting on pins and
needles for the second

part of the "Our Water Supply," but as in life, things
happen and I have something of greater importance
to write about. So, for at least one more month, you
get a break. I do, however, have to give a loud,
screaming shout-out to all of you guys that called me
to say that you are now blind. For those of you that
don't have a clue as to what I am referring --  in my
September article, I told you that the article would be
so boring that you would poke your eyes out if you
had to read one more line. Well, I was right and I did
receive a couple of phone calls with guys shouting
on the other end - I'm Blind, I'm Blind. HA HA. At
least I know that two or three of you are reading my
stuff, so the articles are not written in vain.  
Now, onto this month's thought... 

I have worked in the construction trade, in one form
or another, for a long time. During that time, I have
met many different types of people with many differ-
ent types of backgrounds. I have talked with busi-
ness owners of large companies, medium sized
companies, small companies, and even one and
two-man shops. So here is a question for you - What
is one of the major complaints of business owners,
project managers, service managers, and field
supervisors? This is where there would be
"Jeopardy" music.  OK, time's up. And the answer is
- Qualified Help. No matter who you talk to, the
question on everyone's mind is, "Where do I find
good help?" This is not just a problem we have here
in Georgia, but it seems to be a problem across the
entire country. I would like to share with you some
people that are trying to do something about this. 

Ellen and I were invited to attend a meeting with
Lanier Technical College located in Dawsonville,
GA. This meeting was to discuss setting up a
Program Advisory Committee with regards to their
plumbing curriculum. We had the pleasure of meet-
ing with Carol Brown - Dawson Campus Operations,
and Vlad
Pawlowski -
Construction
T r a d e s
I n s t r u c t o r .
These were
two people
after my own
heart. Not
only did they
love working
with the
trades, but

they loved working with young people as well. They
both had a great understanding of what it was like in
the "real, working world." They were very interested
in our input regarding their current program. Their
main concern was what changes they could make to
their existing program which would help their stu-
dents get jobs after graduation. They wanted to
know what future employers would be looking for
concerning the skills and knowledge their student
would need upon completion of the college's cours-
es. Basically, they were asking for our help to design
their program to fit the needs of future employers.
They currently have 10 students enrolled in the pro-
gram.

This is how we can help them, and in turn, they will
help us fill the current need for skilled technicians.
This is a great opportunity to form a partnership that
will serve as a win/win for both parties. What they
are looking for is five business owners, plumbers,
field supervisors, project managers, or anyone that
has experience hiring and or training new field per-
sonnel. These five people would serve on an adviso-
ry board that would meet two times a year to go over
the school's curriculum and help update it to be
more in tune with today's plumbing environment. In
other words, training a person to be the employee
you need. 

If this is something that you would like more informa-
tion on, take a look at their website
www.laniertech.edu. Once at their site, click on
Technical and Industry Programs, and then choose
Residential Plumbing Certificate. You will be able to
see their current schedule of classes. You can also
get more information by either emailing Vlad at
vpawlowski@laniertech.edu or Carol at
cbrown@laniertech.edu. If you want to help but
don't feel that serving on the board is your "cup of
tea," you can always help out by donating one of the
items on Vlad's wish list (see back page). You might
just have something he needs in your back room
covered in dust. 

We have all heard people say that, "If you don't vote
- you can't complain about who got elected." Well,
this is the same thing. You can't complain about not
being able to find good qualified help if you aren't
willing to put some effort into training the next gen-
eration. As a trade, we have some great, experi-
enced guys out there that have a wealth of knowl-
edge. There's an old saying that goes something like
this - "That old plumber will forget more than I will
ever learn."  Why don't you take the time to share
some of that knowledge? 

Until next month - stay safe,

Carolyn Greene
Cell Phone: 678-796-3702

 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH



It’s the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. Georgia Power will pay you and your 
customers $100 each when you replace a Georgia Power customer’s gas water heater with an 
electric water heater. You’ll be installing an energy ef�cient electric water heater that is low 
maintenance with a long life expectancy and takes advantage of stable electric rates. It pays to 
convert to electric.

To take full advantage of this money-making conversion program, get all the details on who 
quali�es and how to participate, call Georgia Power at 800-524-2421 x 600.

*Restrictions apply. Offer subject to end 12.31.07. For program details, call 800-524-2421.

IF WE CAN’T CONVINCE
YOU TO GO ELECTRIC, 

PERHAPS BENJAMIN CAN.

Get $100 when you convert a gas water heater to electric.*



101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, GA 30040

THE PLUMBING & MECHANICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA IS DEDICATED TO PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND COMFORT OF THE PUB-
LIC BY PROMOTING INDUSTRY EDUCATION AND IMPROVING CONSUMER RELATIONS WITH PROFESSIONALISM AND INTEGRITY.

IMPORTANT DATES 

Dec 31 PMA Membership Dues 

Jan 29 Board Meeting & Legislative Day 
Atlanta, GA

Feb 27-29 Construction Contractors Alliance
Dallas, TX

Mar 6-8 QSC Power Meeting XXVIII
Palm Springs, CA

Apr 21 Spring Golf Tournament
Tentatively Eagles Landing

Apr 24-25 SkillsUSA Career Expo
Gwinnett Fair Grounds

Apr 30-May 3 PHCC Legislative & Leadership 
Conference
Arlington, VA

Jun 19-22 PMA Annual Meeting
Amelia Island Plantation

Sept 29-Oct 4 PHCC Annual Meeting & 
ISH Trade Show
Atlanta, GA

PMA has begun working with Lanier Tech,
Dawsonville Campus as they rollout a plumb-
ing curriculum.  When visiting the campus
PMA noted they were in need of equipment.
PMA asked the instructor to provide a “wish
list” that could be shared with members.  If you
are able to donate any of the following items
please contact the PMA Office.  

Two Piece Water Closet, Wall-mount Lavatory with
metal legs, Pedestal Sink, Gas Water Heater,
Electric Water Heater, Tank-less Water Heater,
Water meters, Backflow Valve, Drop in Lavatory
and Cabinet, Commercial  WC and Urinal,
Manifold system for Gas and Water, Flushometer
Valves (Urinal and WC), Recessed Tub, Garbage
disposal, One piece Shower Stall, Variety of
faucet's for lavatory and kitchen sink (goose neck
with separate sprayer), Flexible water supplies for
lavatory, toilet and kitchen sink with stop valves,
and Shower head controls and spout (Dual Control
with diverter).

PLUMBING SCHOOL WISH LIST

November 2007


