
115TH ANNU AL MEETING AND
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

The 2007 Georgia General
Assembly adjourned sine
die at midnight on Friday,
April 20th, ending one of the
longest and most con-
tentious legislative sessions
in the state’s history. 

Erosion bill g oes down to
the wir e and passes .

With just 30 minutes remaining in the 2007
legislative session, the House voted 152 – 1 to
accept the conference committee report on HB
463. That action marked final passage of the
measure which an hour earlier had been
approved by the Senate. The bill now awaits
the Governor’s signature.

When the House took up the Appropriations
bill at 10:30 PM, it appeared there would not
be enough time for consideration of confer-
ence report on HB 463. However, Rep. Tom
McCall, the sponsor of the bill, worked diligent-
ly with his colleagues in the House to bring the
bill to a final vote.  Rep. McCall had earlier
gone to the Senate Chamber to make sure
that the conference report was considered by
that body.

HB 463 was delayed and almost wrecked by a
beaver dam amendment supported by Rep
Matt Dollar of Marietta and Senator Bill Heath
of Bremen. Environmental groups opposed the
beaver dam amendment – which had nothing
to do with the main provisions of HB 463 – and
that forced the bill into a conference commit-
tee. The conference committee deleted the
beaver dam amendment but kept two less con-
troversial amendments.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBL Y

King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort
St. Simons Island, Georgia

June 21 - 24, 2007

May 21st is the Cutoff Date for Hotel 
Rooms at King and Prince

If you don’ t register by this date 
you may not get a room!

Make Your Reservations Now!

Registration Materials Inside

SPECIAL RESORT PACKAGE AVAILABLE FOR
WEDNESDAY JUNE 20TH

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
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The FEDERATED Insurance Companies
Home Office: 121 E. Park Square · Owatonna, MN 55060 · Phone: (507) 455-5200 · www.federatedinsurance.com

All products and services may not be available in all states.



2006-2008 Pr esident
Ted Zurn

Hello Friends,

It is already the end of
April and the PMA con-
vention is less than two
months away. This year
we will be returning to
the King and Prince
resort on St. Simons
Island, Georgia. The last
time we held our conven-
tion there was 2005. It is
a beautiful older beach

hotel that has been renovated in recent years, but
still maintains much of its original charm from the
1920's. I had the pleasure of attending the 2005
convention at King and Prince and it was truly a
memorable experience. The hotel is big enough
to handle our size group, but small enough to still
make you feel special.

The island has a laid back atmosphere. Small cot-
tages and houses as well as shops and restau-
rants give it a feeling of an old Florida town before
big development came along. The beaches are
beautiful and there are great golfing opportunities
as well.

Thursday evening we will kick off with a reception
to welcome guests. It's a great chance to meet
and greet friends and make new ones. Friday
morning there will be meetings for industry mem-
ber and contractors followed by a two hour edu-
cational session. A poolside social is planned for
the ladies in the morning as well. You may attend
the golf tournament or enjoy the afternoon as you
wish. Friday evening is the industry reception with
table top displays, a good opportunity to network
with our industry partners. Saturday starts with
two more hours of education after which you are
free to enjoy the afternoon. Saturday evening is
highlighted with the president's banquet, an event
that used to be somewhat formal, but in recent
years has taken on more of a casual "beach
party" feel.

I must say that of the various places that PMA has
had their convention, King and Prince is my per-
sonal favorite. So, make your plans early and
come on down. 

Until next month,

Ted
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On behalf of the members, directors, and offi-
cers of the Plumbing & Mechanical
Association, we would like to publicly welcome
our newest Members:

Marine Plumbing Service
Nick Marine
Marietta, GA

Sponsored by:  Carolyn Greene

Mead Indoor Enviro Tech
Susan Wheeler

Marietta, GA
Sponsored by:  Bryan Stansell

Seay Plumbing & Drain Service
Jonathan Seay

Hull, GA
Sponsored by:  Danny Richardson

Stan Hunt & Associates
Stan Hunt

Stratham, GA

Evans & Associates
Chip Pearson

Duluth, GA

For more information on membership, please
contact the PMA office or contact PMA First
Vice President, Ron Kikta at 770-945-4260.

NEW MEMBERS 

Sponsora new member
and receive a $25 gift certificate 

fr om a vendorof your choice
or take $25 off next year’s dues.  
Receive an additional $25 when 

the company you sponsor
renews theirdues in 2008.



Ellen Whitaker
Executive Director

Dear Members,

For those of you who attend-
ed the February Area
Meeting and heard the
Educational Session on "How
the Legislative Process
Works in Georgia," you likely
have an appreciation of the
time and effort it took to get

HB 463 passed into law.

Countless hours from many were invested in
this process over the last six months.  PMA
would like to recognize and thank a few of the
key players: Representative Tom McCall and
the Lobbyist team of John Poole and Sharon
Dunn.  At every step, they made sure this legis-
lation did not slip through the cracks.  Believe
me, there were plenty of opportunities for the bill
to fail. 

PMA also recognizes our Legislative Chair,
Danny Richardson, for staying the course on
this bill, as well as PMA President Ted Zurn and
PMA Past President Chip Greene for attending
critical hearings.   PMA is especially proud of
Ted Zurn's compelling testimony on exactly why
the current law required a change.

PMA recognizes the bill sponsors:  Rep. Powell,
Rep. Burns, Rep. Roberts, Rep. Lansford, Rep.
Barnard and Senate sponsor, John Bulloch.  

PMA received feedback that our grassroots
approach to lobbying our elected officials had a
strongly-felt impact down at the Capitol.  To all
of you that took the time to make phone calls or
send emails and faxes, thank you!  Your actions
made a difference.  I would like to personally
recognize my Senator, Chip Pearson of
Dawsonville, for his support in getting this bill
through the Rules Committee and onto the
Senate floor.

Getting the legislation passed into law was no
small feat; it took the collective efforts of an
entire Association.  

The next time you see a residential contractor
who does not belong to PMA, inform them that,
had it not been for PMA, they would be required
to take a Soil & Sedimentation certification
course each time they obtained a permit to
remodel a bathroom or install a water heater.
One member told me they were going to save
nearly $40,000 in training costs - money not in
the company budget in the first place!

You are the voice of PMA. Let's get the word out
to non-members about the benefits of belonging
to this professional trade association!

Updates during the recent legislative session
were communicated via email. To ensure you
are on the distribution list, please send an email
to pma@plumbingpros.com.

Ellen
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 21-24 115th Annual Meeting
King and Prince Hotel
St. Simons Island, GA

July 15-19 GSIA Annual Meeting
Jekyll Island, GA

Oct 24-27 PHCC National Annual Meeting
Anaheim, CA

CARE & WELL WISHES 

PMA asks that you keep in your thoughts and
prayers the family of Lindy Lively, LECO
Enterprise, who’s mother passed away recent-
ly.

PMA congratulates the family of Keep Smiling
Plumbing on the recent birth of grandson
Braydon Michael.  The proud grandparents are
members Carl and Beverly Keiser.    The
proud papa, Brant Keiser, also works in the
family business along with his sister Adria.



One of the amendments included in the final
bill cuts from 30 days to 10 days the time
frame in which the Environmental Protection
Division must respond to an application for a
permit variance.  The EPD director must tell
the applicant within 10 days who will review
the application and the time and date of the
application review.

The other Senate amendment changes provi-
sions related to permits for land disposal of
septic tank waste. Key provisions in the final
bill include:

•Section 1 – Cuts from 30 days to 10 days the
time in which EPD must respond to applica-
tions for permit variances; requires EPD direc-
tor to notify applications of time and place
application will be reviewed.

•Section 2 – Specifies that minor land disturb-
ing activities are exempt from the act.

•Section 3 – Provides that local ordinances
shall not exceed state requirements related to
project size, education and training require-
ments. Also provides that the EPD shall
revoke the certification of a local issuing
authority that does not correct unlawful prac-
tices within 90 days.

•Section 4 – Clarifies that the general permit
holder with operational control of the site is
responsible for having a certified person on-
site;  specifically provides that subcontractors
operating under the general permit holder
need not have a certified person on site. Also
provides that subcontractors on a qualifying
site shall, by December 31, 2007, take an
“awareness” course of not more than two
hours. There is no testing or certification
requirement with this awareness course.

•Section 5 & 6 -- revise language relating to
permitting of land disposal of septic tank
wastes.

To download the entire bill, go to the Members
Only page on www.plumbingpros.com.

Lawmak ers amend insur ance contr act
provisions .

The General Assembly also passed on the
final day of the session a bill that will bring
more equity to construction contracts and
insurance policies for subcontractors.  HB 136
by Rep. Mike Coan of Lawrenceville prohibits
agreements that would require a subcontrac-
tor to hold harmless a general contractor
whose sole negligence results in injury or
property damage.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE CONTINUED
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Dear Members,

I wish to express my deep
gratitude for the wonderful
recognition you gave me at
the luncheon held to recog -
nize me upon my retire -
ment as Executive Director
of the Plumbing &
Mechanical Association. I
will always remember
every kind word said about
me that day. And Jane and
I both appreciate the won -
derful gifts. We love you
and look forward to meet -
ing again.

Rob Sumner



This year more than
$100,000 in scholar-
ships will be awarded
through the
Plumbing-Heating-
Cooling Contractors-
National Association
(PHCC) Educational
Foundation. These

scholarships are made possible by generous spon-
sors who recognize the importance of attracting
new talent to the p-h-c industry. Scholarship spon-
sors are 

•American Standard Bath and Kitchen 
•A.O. Smith Water Heaters 
•Bradford White Corporation 
•Delta Faucet Company 
•PHCC Educational Foundation

Scholarship Fund
•PHCC past national officers

These scholarships are designed to provide edu-
cational opportunities to deserving students purs-
ing a major directly related to the plumbing-heat-
ing-cooling (p-h-c) industry. Scholarships are avail-

able to students enrolled in a PHCC-approved
plumbing or HVACR apprentice program; a fulltime
certificate or degree program in an accredited two-
year community college, technical college, or trade
school; or a fulltime undergraduate degree pro-
gram at an accredited four-year college or univer-
sity.

For complete eligibility requirements and applica-
tion forms, please visit: http://www.foundation.phc-
cweb.org/scholarships. For assistance, please
contact the Foundation staff at 800/533-7694 or by
email at scholarships@naphcc.org.   

Application deadlines are June 1, 2007.  Applicants
may apply for multiple scholarships but can be
awarded only one. All scholarship award recipients
are selected without regard to race, color creed,
sex, handicap, age, or national origin.

The PHCC Educational Foundation is dedicated to
developing and delivering powerful educational
programs for p-h-c contractors and their employ-
ees. For more information about the Foundation,
visit www.phccweb.org/foundation or call 
800/533-7694.

EDUCAEDUCATIONALTIONAL FOUNDAFOUNDATIONTION
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$100,000 IN SCHOL ARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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It’s the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. Georgia Power will pay you and your 
customers $100 each when you replace a Georgia Power customer’s gas water heater with an 
electric water heater. You’ll be installing an energy ef�cient electric water heater that is low 
maintenance with a long life expectancy and takes advantage of stable electric rates. It pays to 
convert to electric.

To take full advantage of this money-making conversion program, get all the details on who 
quali�es and how to participate, call Georgia Power at 800-524-2421 x 600.

*Restrictions apply. Offer subject to end 12.31.07. For program details, call 800-524-2421.

IF WE CAN’T CONVINCE
YOU TO GO ELECTRIC, 

PERHAPS BENJAMIN CAN.

Get $100 when you convert a gas water heater to electric.*
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The Plumbing & Mechanical Association of Georgia recognizes its Industry Members who
help make our annual meeting and convention so successful.  The following companies
have already signed on to generously sponsor your annual convention.  A special thanks
to the Noland Company , sponsor of the Saturday evening dinner and dance, along with co-
sponsors American S tandard and Ruud W ater Heaters. Additional sponsorships are still
available.  Contact PMA at 678-947-3473 for more information.

PULLEY & ASSOCIA TES
BRADFORD WHITE

HANSGROHE

FERGUSON ENTERPRISE


