
The Georgia General Assembly has now
passed the halfway mark of the 2007 legislative
session, completing its 21st legislative day.  The
lawmakers will reconvene Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday of next week, with a
similar schedule the following week. 

Rep. Tom McCall of Elberton introduced legisla-
tion to fix problems with the 2003 Georgia
Erosion & Sedimentation Act. The Act is cur-
rently being interpreted to require that at least
one certified person from each work crew or
company be present during land disturbing
activity on a site of one acre or more. Local
inspectors are requiring that a certified person
be on site for activity involving less than one
acre if the activity is part of a larger site of one
acre or more.

PMA initiated HB 463, provides that certification
requirements "shall not apply to any person
who is an operator as defined in subparagraph
(B) of paragraph (10.1) of Code Section 12-7-3
if such person is a subcontractor and the prime
contractor who has operational control of land-
disturbing activities for the site meets the appli-
cable operator training and certification require-
ments developed by the commission." In addi-
tion, HB 463 requires that "minor land-disturb-
ing activities shall be prescribed by rule or reg-
ulation" of the Board of Natural Resources by
July 1, 2007.

Co-sponsors on HB 463 include:
Representatives Alan Powell of Hartwell, Jon
Burns of Newington, Terry Barnard of
Glennville, John Lunsford of McDonough, and
Jay Roberts of Ocilla. The bill likely will be
referred to the House Natural Resources
Committee.

Bill Status Report:

SB 63: Seabaugh 28th, Weber 40th -- to pro-
vide a definition of "single-family residential real
estate"; to provide for an exemption to certain
liens for single-family residential real estate. Still
in Judiciary Committee, no hearing scheduled.

SB64: Seabaugh 28th, Weber 40th -- to provide
for a special designation for certain liens filed
against the wrong real estate. Still in Judiciary
Committee, no hearing scheduled.

SB 65: Seabaugh 28th, Weber 40th -- relating
to mechanics and materialmen, so as to provide
a definition of "single-family residential real
estate"; to provide for certain requirements prior
to entering into a contract to perform work on
single-family residential real estate; to provide
for certain requirements prior to receiving pay-
ment for contracted work performed on single-
family residential real estate. Still in Judiciary
Committee, no hearing scheduled.

SB 147: Shafer of the 48th -- to create the
Gwinnett County Storm-water Authority; to con
struct, operate and maintain storm-water man-
agement systems.  Referred to State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

HB 70: Benton of Jefferson -- would change the
Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning
District Act to include any local government
which has sewer facilities lying in whole or in
part within the district area. Still in House
Natural Resources Committee.
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2006-2007 Pr esident
Ted Zurn

Hello Friends,

I wanted to address an
issue this month that has
been around for a while,
which is the plumbing
license law in Georgia.
Briefly stated, our current
law requires that all per-
sons who perform plumb-
ing work must have either
a journeyman or master

plumbing license. Under the current law, there is no
provision for apprentices to perform work while
learning the trade. 

This issue was discussed at the PMA fall board
meeting, after which, I appointed a task force to
look at making a proposal for changing the lan-
guage of the law.  The task force met in January
and came back with new language to address this.

The new proposed language would allow plumbing
work to be performed by all persons that are
employed by and under the supervision of a master
plumber. This would change the law to meet the
"reality" of what is currently going on in our indus-
try. 

At the January PMA board meeting, the proposal
was discussed and a motion was passed to move
forward with legislative changes. However, in the
days following the meeting, many PMA members
and directors were upset by the motion passing
containing that language.  Since a change like the
one proposed is such a divisive issue, we have
taken steps to rescind this vote and no action at the
state capital will happen on this matter until further
discussion and a revised proposal is made.

I believe in the training and licensing of plumbers
and all things that raise our professional standards.
We just need to find a way to do it without techni-
cally breaking the law. Please forward your ideas
on suggested language changes that would enable
us to achieve this goal to Ellen or myself. I look for-
ward to hearing your thoughts on this topic.

Until next month,

Ted
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HB 124: Stephens of Savannah -- to provide
an exemption from the sales and use tax for
tangible personal property held in inventory of
a business. Still in House Ways & Means
Committee.

HB 138: Coan of Lawrenceville -- would pro-
vide for the rejection of construction contracts
when contractors, subcontractors, low tier sub-
contractors, or materialmen do not provide
required insurance coverage. Provides for
exceptions. Still in House Judiciary Committee.

HB 224: Burkhalter of Alpharetta -- would
increase from 14 to 15 the number of members
appointed to the State Licensing Board for
Residential and General Contractors. Would
increase the number of members of the con-
tractor division from seven to eight members.
Still in Regulated Industries Committee.

HB 232: Lindsey of Atlanta -- to increase com-
munity participation in impact fee advisory
committees and provide for expenditure of
impact fees. Still in Governmental Affairs
Committee.

HB 247: Smith of Watkinsville -- would prohib-
it local governments from requiring connection
with or use of water supplied by a public water
system except when other water is unfit; to
prohibit charges or fees for services made
available but not used. Still in Governmental
Affairs Committee.

If you have any questions or concerns on any
legislative issue please contact Legislative
Chair, Danny Richardson at danny@richard-
sonplumbing.com or Ellen Whitaker at
ewhitaker@plumbingpros.com.

You can access the full House or Senate Bill
easily from the Plumbingpros.com website: go
to the Legislative tab.  On the left side of the
page is a link to the General Assembly.  Click
on this link and at the top of the General
Assembly page you will see a search button
for HB or SB, pick the appropriate type of bill
and enter the number.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
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NEW MEMBERS 

On behalf of the members,
directors, and officers of the
Plumbing & Mechanical
Association, we would like to
publicly welcome our new
Contractor Members:

RSK Plumbing
Shaunn Smith

Decatur

Seagraves Plumbing
Mike Seagraves

Athens

Tebarco Mechanical Corp
Terrell Barden

Alpharetta

PMA would also like to welcome and acknowledge
the following Associate Members:

A-Total Plumbing
Rich Flournoy

Cartersville

Rothenberger USA
Lance Pickering

Duluth
Sponsored by Jack Morgan

OK Plumbing
Mike Loudermilk

Marietta
Sponsored by HD Supply

For more information on membership, please con-
tact the PMA office or contact PMA First Vice
President, Ron Kikta at 770-945-4260.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ellen Whitaker
Executive Director

As one of our beloved past presi-
dent’s used to say, “Good things
are happening.”  “Indeed, good
things are happening around here
at PMA.”

At the beginning of the year, PMA
relocated to a new office in
Cumming.  Helping out in the new
office is a new face at PMA, Ms.
Courtney Hendrickson.  See the

last page for new address and phone numbers.

PMA has kicked off the legislative season with HB 463
getting a lot of attention from all sides.  In an effort to
keep you abreast of the issues and for PMA to get imme-
diate feedback, Legislative Alerts will be sent via fax and
email.  In addition, updates will be posted to the
Members Only section of the website.  If you are not get-
ting the alerts, please contact the PMA office.   

Contractor Membership is at an all-time high as well.
Please take time to make these members feel welcome.
Earn up to $50 when a new member you sponsor joins
PMA.  See the details of the new campaign below.

Almost all of our education programs this year have sold
out.  The February Plumbing Review Course was sold
out weeks in advance.  The last Land Disturbing
Certification class will be held on March 10th.  Register
early to reserve your spot!

PMA is proud to announce the Spring Golf Tournament
will be held at the prestigious Eagles Landing Country
Club.  Watch your mail for the registration flyer.  

PMA is working with a publisher to enhance the member-
ship directory.  Make sure your company is included by
having your 2007 dues paid in full.  

Best Regards,

Ellen

CARE & CONCERNS 

PMA asks that you keep in your thoughts and prayers
the family of Denny Johnson.

Denny Johnson of Gene’s Plumbing passed away
February 13th from congestive heart failure.    Many
people PMA spoke with, said he was the “go to guy on
parts” in the industry.  One member said “Denny prob-
ably had forgotten more about plumbing than most of
us knew.”  Denny will be sadly missed by many and
especially by his family at Gene’s Plumbing.

When you sponsor a new member,
you will receive a 

$25 Bass Pro Gift Certif icate 
or $25 off next year’s dues.  

Receive an additional $25 when the
company you sponsored 
renews their 2008 dues.



© 2007, Plumbing & Mechanical Association of GeorgiaHotline, February 2007 5

It’s the easiest way to put extra cash in your pocket. Georgia Power will pay you and your 
customers $100 each when you replace a Georgia Power customer’s gas water heater with an 
electric water heater. You’ll be installing an energy ef�cient electric water heater that is low 
maintenance with a long life expectancy and takes advantage of stable electric rates. It pays to 
convert to electric.

To take full advantage of this money-making conversion program, get all the details on who 
quali�es and how to participate, call Georgia Power at 800-524-2421 x 600.

*Restrictions apply. Offer subject to end 12.31.07. For program details, call 800-524-2421.

IF WE CAN’T CONVINCE
YOU TO GO ELECTRIC, 

PERHAPS BENJAMIN CAN.

Get $100 when you convert a gas water heater to electric.*



101 Pilgrim Village Drive, Suite 200.
Cumming, GA 30040

Mar 7-9 Construction Contractors’ Alliance
San Diego, CA

Mar 27 PMA Board Meeting
Noland, Atlanta

Apr 16 Spring Golf Tournament
Eagles Landing, Stockbridge

Apr 18-21 PHCC Legislative & Leadership 
Conference, Capital Hill

June 21-24 115th Annual Meeting
King and Prince Hotel
St. Simons Island, GA

The Plumbing & Mechanical Association of
Georgia has moved to:

101 Pilgrim V illage Drive, Suite 200
Cumming, Georgia 30040

Office: 678-947-3473
Fax:  678-947-3474

Please note:  Any mail sent to the old
address will be forwarded to the new loca-
tion.  For a limited period of time, the old
phone numbers will forward to the new
office.

IMPORTANT DATES PMA OFFICE HAS MOVED
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